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> po Ith what Sympathy -and Unanimity: we fk 

engaged our ſelyes in this preſent Cauſe, I need. 

' Not call to, your remembrance : nor can you , 
forget what lifts and bounds wee then ſet our 
ſelyes : Reformation was our carneſt-defire. Petition was our 
only way ; To live and dye together in one and the fame opi- 
nion was our mutuall promiſe ; To preſerve our Antient and 
Fundamentall Lawes ,- to purchaſe our. juſt Liberties, To 
conſerye{the Kings known Rights , were our ſolemne- Pro- 
teſtations, Alltheſe being now like Sampſons cords, broken, 1 
believe my ſelfe diſengaged : The Reformation. defired is ex- 
tirpation endeayoured ; In ftead of Petition, as Subjects ought, 
we command as Rebels uſe ; The.preſervation of our Ancieat 
and Fundamentall Lawes, is out-lawed by new Votes, and 


. Ilegall Ordinances; The purchaſe of our juſt Liberties, is 
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ern'd into unjuft licentiouſneſſe; And the conſervation cf the 
Kings known Rights, is overturn'd by unknown wrongs ; And 
our living and dying in one and the ſame Opinion, is crumbled 
away into So many men, ſo many winds; of our fiift Janfao, 
how many Presbyteriarfp, how many Indeperatnts we both 
know ; of thoſe Presbyteriaxs, how many are e-Lnabaptiſts, 
how many Jacobins you know not ; cf thoſe Independents , 
how many are e-fntinomians , how many ate Browniſts, T know 
not: And though we bath know what we would not haye, 
yet neither.of us know wht we would have, 

Wou!d we have no Biſhops Sit in Parliament? an AG is 
paſſed for it, the King hath Ggned it. Though I [muſt cell you, 
that very AR hath cancelled one of our beſt Fundamentalls, 
The beſt part'of Magna Chart is thereby diflolved, and hath 
ut the.whole into an Ague, 

Would we have no impoſition of Ship-money ? the like 
courſe js taken, and the like power hath conficmed it, Though 
I mult tell you, this very eaſe of Ship- money, hath brought a 
diſeaſe upon our Ship-Arength ; and whereas before we were 
well nigh ableto cope with all che Navies of Chriltendome, wee 
have ſcarce any more lefc now then the bare name of a Navie. 
..; Would we have no Monopolies? They are damn'd too by the 
like Authority ; though I muſt tel] you, the very taking away 
of this yoak hath made the whole Kingdome a Monopolie ; 
the ſeveral! Commictces have got a Monopoly of our Coyne 
and all that is Coynable ; The feverall Commanders haye got 
a Monopoly of our Cattell, and all that is Edible; ſome there 
be that have got a Monopoly of our Wives,and all that is Ami- 
able; others of our .Children , #nd all that is DeleRable 
others of our Seryants, and all that is Profitable ; others of 
eur Neighbours, and all that is Sociable. | 

Wou!d we have no Ceremonies lie heayie upon' tehder Con- 
ſciences? Thar hath been offered us roo; Though T muſt cell 
you, we that ſtumbled at theſe Gnats, have fince fwallowed 
Cainels ; we chat would not be impo'ed upon our ſelves, * doe 
our felyes impoſe upon others, Burthens too heayie for ther, our 
felyes, or any manelfe to beare. ITT nn NE” 
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Would we have no Papiſts? wee were in @ faire way for 
that coo; we might haye forc'd their children to an education 
under Proteſtants : Though I muſt tell you, but wnder the Roſe 
be it ſpoken , This had been a piece ofabſolute Tyranny ; and 


' would have been requited with the Abolicion of all Prorctiants 


in all the World, ſave England. | | 
What isit we did privatively defire, and the King did po=- 
fcively deny? He was not weary of Granting , *cill wewere 
ſhameleſſe and unreaſonable in demanding. To a Regulation of 
Biſhops He conſented ; He declined only their Excirpation ; 


would we have no Biſhops? Why ? -becauſe they have not Fu 


divinum to plcad for them? it remaines yetundecided ; the E- 
piſcoparians affirmir ; The Anti-Epiſcoparians deny it ; and yet 
grant by conſequence , what they challenge by concluſion, 
That Epiſcopacy hath Jv eApoſftolicurs for their Advocate, Or 
is fea ſorne of them are bad? Upon the ſame ground 
woyld we have no Judges, no Aldermen, no Knights, no Lords, 
no/Parliaments ; All have not been good : becauſe ſome are , ler 
their preſcription of time forbid the -proſcription of their 
Function. | ; 
Miſtake me not yet, Sir, I am no Patron, no Adyocate, no 
Pleader for Epiſcopacy ; I am an ſ{edependent , I was fo when 
I firſt entred into this combination, and ſo will die; And ſuch 
2 one were you at that gime, though now you have forgot your 
firſt Faith , and are turn'd Presbyterian ; yer ſtill I am, as 1 was 
then, a perfeRt Biſhop-harer ; bur why I am fo, Il-know no more 
then you doe. Herein'we Rillboth agree; Inall things elſe we 
are at oddes : you will haye Presbytery cltabliſhed ; Iam for In- 
dependency ; And which of theſe cwo are moſt confiftent with. 
the eſſence of this Kingdome, I wiſh'you would pur it-to the 
Iſſue upon a faire arid calm diſputation berwixt my good Lord 
Sey , who well*knowes what the new DireQory is, and how 
co confute it ; and your good Earle of Pembrook,, who for three 
Months ( his own words) could nor underſtand it, bue now 
by the help of Mr Olfworth ( it ſeemes) knowes it to be'the 
bet Nurſery of Deyotion in the World , and yet neither un- 


- derftands nor knowes how to maintain-it ; or betwixt our 


-A2 - : Learned 


(4) 
Learned Mr Goodwin, 2nd your learned Mr Celcwy, who yer 
never anfwered that Quotation of his, from the beft Aftrono. 
mers that ever writ, in the yeare 1640, plus vel mins, there 
would be «niverſalis totins Mundi inſania , to which I ſhould 


have pinnd 'my Faith, if he had bur added the whole Truth; | 


faying with Tycho-Brahe , Erga Reges : fo the words ſtand 4 
and ought not otherwiſe to be repeated : or by determination 
of the Sword, berwixt Noble Cromwell, our Generall, and wali- 
ant Maſſey, yours. 

But-Diſputations we have had already, to no purpoſe, you 
will confeſſe with m2; | For the Epiſcoparians are the! better 


Scholars, and have confited us both z you for too heavie Task- 


maſters, and us for rooeafie: And jultly ; For your Aſſembly 
with the power of your Party in the Parliament, have impo= 
ſed Oaths and Covenants contrary to Law andReligion ; yes, 
and impriſoned Lilborn for. his defence of Magna Charra, and 
refuſing the new Oath , Ex Officio, which your ſelves condem- 
ned in the Ecclefiafticall Courr: Nay, and beyond this too, di- 
yers of your Aſſembly of Divines , have in their Feaſt-mcer- 
ings declared, That their Presbytery being Jure divine, hath a 
Supreame power in Cauſes both Ecclefiaſticall and Civyill over 


King and Parliament, and fo inſtead of ruling by Law, will 


rule all by their own lawleiſe Arbitrary InjunRtions. 

Batrail:'s we have alſo had co as little-parpoſe; For untill 
this laſt Summer, the Kings Souldiers were the ſtronger men , 
and-gained againſt us both : you-know in what'a low Condi. 
| tion we both were , when Sir Thomas Fairfax lay before Ox- 
ford 5 how tumultuous the Londoners were when Leyceſter was 
taken, and how we were reſolved to paſſe over the Channell, 
if Navy fight had gone againſt us : And to whom we owe the 
thankfulnefſe of that; whether ro Generall Fairfax, and'the 
PresbytErians under him-, or to Generall Cromwell, and the 
Zndependents under him , let our Enemies fpeak ; Their wit- 
nefle will be the beſt, we.may be parciall co our ſelyes, 

- That-we have fince. taken Briſtoll , the Devizes in ſpight 


+ 


of Lloyd 5: rwincheſter notwithſtanding Ogle ſtrength'there, 


-Hexſe , where many of our Armies were till then 
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eruſht; Tr is well known we owe more to Cromwell? Horie, 
then to Fairfax Foot, or Dalbeers Engines : And that Dalbeer 
ſhould have C020! for Baſing, Fairfax 500! for Briſtoll, Ma; 
the like, in Tewels, which they weare as Badges of Honour, 
and (r0»well no acknowledgement forall ; yes , and inſtead 
of ir, you ſuffer him to lye under an impeachement of Trea- 
ſon ſuggeſted by the Earle of Mancheſter ; is a hrew'devidence 
to me, Thar if your Presbytery be once eftabliſhr, we muſt look 
for as little favour as the Epiſcoparians: And this you already 
partly ſhewed , by your ſelfe-charity in your great care of 
Skippon , to cure his wounds which he received at Narby fight, 
and ſuffering all ours to finck or ſwimme. 

Well, notwichRanding all theſe Succeſſes, are either of us 
nearer to our ends? If the King can bur live and.rub out this 
Winter, we ſhall ſave Him a labour next Spring of calling in + 
any Forreign Forces : Ic is reſoived upon amongſt us, and . 

| for that ancient loves ſake which hath been betwixtus, I give 
you notice of it, that you may return to us, Thar if the King 

will give us Liberty of Conſcience, and not ſubjugate us ro 

Ecclefiaſticall Power , we will ſubmit our ſelves to His Civil} 

- Power; and rather live with Epiſcopacy toeltabliſh Monarchy, 
then under Presbytery topull it down. . ; | 

Epiſcopacy may fland, and we enjoy our Conſciences, Pre(- 
| bytery will notallow it; Epiſcopacy may enjoy their Lands, 
and we our Farms, not fo with Presbytery ; For they intend as 

| well a Reformation of the Scate, as of the Church , 5. e, of long . 
| Gownes into ſhort Clokes, of Lawn Sleeves into fine Shirts, 
of Menm & Tunum into Sunm, of Godlineflſe intoGaine; And- - 
* our Copy hola, if they once come to the quettion, whether they'* 
be as Antichriſtian as the Churches Lands, into their own 
Purſes : Ic is not a Reformation they ſeek,but an Alteration; and* :- - 
that Alteration ſhall but make way for an Alienatan, To bring\ . 
the Kings Crown under Chriſts Scepter, which themſelyes will 
manage, not for Chriſt, buc againſt Chriſt 5 FerhisKibedome 
is not of this world. *v- A&A Coutts» 52 foe nt 16 001 
' 2 We Independents ſeek only a Reformation $hat-an Alt 


- 
z 
b4 


A tion; we have yet ſomuchReaſon , as to- ſeaſ: The further we 
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(6) 
ſxerve from our firſt Conſtitutions , the nearer we haſten to 
Dcſolztion; The further from cur Fundamentall Principles , 
the nearer to our perpetuall Ruine. 1c is ſo in the Church, je 
is ſo in the Stare, I inftance only in the State: Thefi-ſt Con. 
Ritution, and Fundamentall Principle of this Kingdome is, 
There ſhould be a King,.and Subjects; That the King ſhould 
Rule, the SubjeRs ſhould cbey : He Rule according to Law, - 
They obey according to Conſcience. That He ſhould ſecure 
the Kinzdome againſi Forreigne Enemies ; That thy ſhould 
2ſſi Him therein ; That both ſhould conſcientiouſly intend the 
publick Peace, and the Kingdomes happinefle : we find all this 
done, while we had bur one King,-and many Subje&s; And 
we find all this undone, now we have many Kings, and no 
Subje&s: To regaine all, we would come to our firft Conſtj- 
cution, and live in ſubjeRion under that one whom God hath 
made our Superiour , and not any longer in vaſſaiage under 


» 


many, wom our ſelves have made, '> of Abfbog fog tft i mL 


A ſecond or another firſt Conſtitution of this Kingdome, is, 
we ſhould have Parliaments; that thoſe Parliaments ſhould 
confi't of three States, Lords Spirituall, Lords Temporall, and 


. the Houſe of Commons ; But one of theſe three, the Lords 


Spirituall being found {uperfluc us, we ſay of two States, the 
Houſe of Pecrs, and the Houſe of Commons ; The Houſe of 
Commons to find out the Grievances of the Kingdome, and 
ro prepare Redrefſes of thoſe Grievances for the Heuſe of 
Peeis, the Houſe of Pcersto preſent them to the King, and the 
King to fign them with His Royall Fiat for Lawes : All this 
hath been done While the Houſe of Parliament prepared 
Lawes for the King to confirm them ; All this hath been un- 
done, ſince the two Houles have made Lawes for the King to 
obey them ; our Grievances were redreſſed before. They ate 
encrealed now; we had ſome Liberties then, and hope of all 
Liberties we could dcfire : we have no Liberties now, nor 
lope of any ; we had good Lawes before, whereby we knew 
finne'; we have many finncs now, yet know no Law : To re- 
gaine our Lawes and Liberties, we would come to our firit 
Cont iturion, and have two Houſes toacknowledge ore King 
aboye 
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aboyz them, and: not one King to acknowledge two Fouſes 
above H.m. M5 n9 FX in IH cv 3 hr Gefen fee 
Ic may be you will ſay , Tarpe eft Doftori, cum (ulpa ve- 
aarguit ipſum, wiiy have I hitherto rock pare with the Parlia- 
ment againſt the King? with the Parliament, I confeſſe, 1 
have, but not againſt the King : For when I firſt entred into 
this Compact, by Proteftation, by Vow, and Covenant, is was 
to ferch the King upunto his Parliamenc, out of the hands of 
Evill Councellors; That was the only pretended reaſon for 
the raiſing of all our Armies, ſave the very.laſt under Sir 7ho- 
was Fairfax; He was the firſt Generall , that ever received 
Command to deny Quarter to any, even to the King himlſelfe: 
And this was nor diſcloſed uncill of late, elſe I had publiſhed 


it, and our reſolution in this point ſooner, 


But now it is known ; and yet I fill fide with the Parlia- 
ment? I confeſſe I dove; but not zs I did before ; Before I did 
ic :ncerely ; now I doe it politickly ; The Parliaments Cauſe , 


Rebns fic flantibus, is a good Cauſe to live in ; For hereby I fave 


mine own ſtake, and a good ſhare in other mens ; Burt now 
I am weary of it ; For now I would manage ſuch a Cauſe. as I 
might /ive and die in «© live in with Profit, and die in with (om- 
fort: The courſe I have hitherto taken, I profeſſe, I have un- 
dertaken for meere gaine; The courſe 1 would now take, 1 
profeſle , I would undertake for meere Godlineſſe; I would 
not at my Death renounce a wicked courſe, as.Colonell Sandys 
did at Yorcefter, and Major Abercromye in Buckinghamſhire ; 
For then it would be too late, becaule I cannot gore to Heaven 
witho t Repenrance ; and Repentance cannot be true which 
hath not this Ingredient, Doe good, as wellas that , Ceaſe to doe 
Evill : T muſt receive the Kingdome of Heayen, The Goſpel, 
into me, before I can hope to be received into the Kingdome 
of Heaven, Glory. And you know, To the Poore ts the Goſpel 


| Preached ; And though I am rich in ſubſtance, yer | am poore 


-nough #n ſpirit, I thank God for it, and would you were ſotoo, 

:0 receive the Goſpel, o/ pan £5 
Sir, by this that hath bren ſaid , you know the Reſolution of 
cur Party ; There wants nothing bur the Kings offer to invite 
” us, 
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us, and ere long we intend to invite Him to that offer , viz. 
That we ſhall be obliged only to bonef# Converſation by the 
common: Lawes of this Kingdome, and freed from any, and all Ec. 
clefiaſticall Cenſures for point of Religion. / 
This is all we deſire ; and if this be granted , we preſently 
declare our ſelves for the King, will joyn with Him , will 
fight for Him ,” and either end our lives , or ſettle His Crown i 
falt upon His Head, His Sword in His Hand, and Himſeife in 
His Chaire, 
This we will doe , maugre the oppoſition of all Precbyte - 
rians in great Brirtaine, and the whole Wor!ld beſides: we will 
\*- make our Army equall with that under ©Homtroſſe, who wee 
heaie is already on this fide Tweed, with no fewer then 14000 
Foot and Horſe : The Ike Afﬀiſtance he ſhall have from us, | 
under the Command of Cromwell, or whomelſe His Majeſty ; 
will pur in Chiefe. And let it be tryed then, whether any k 
Parochiall , Conſfiſtoriall, Provinciall, or Generall Claſſhs of | 
the Clero-Laicall-Presbytery , dare think ro Depoſe , or whi- 
ſper , to EXcommunicate the King or any of his Loyall Sub. 
jects, | | 
: And now, Sir, if you will goc on in your Apoſtacy, Goe and f 
periſh: If you will return, Welcome and be ſafe ; with them 
who ſay, Gov Save Kine CHaRLEs. IT leave '* 
you to your Choice; but will be glad roembrace you in the 
armes of, Sir, | 


Your Worſhips affetionate 
Kinſman and Servant. 
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